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— - ‘{#Yacted*{nto. sn UNddPground Source of Drinking Water (USBW). This approval
1s ba zd ypon the criteria stipulated in 40 CFR 144,7(b}, 148,32, and
1664 contataing resulacions allowing an aquifer to be exenpted 1f: {a)
1t 15 not currently used as .z drinking water supply, snd (b) it cannot
be used o8 & deinktng water source in the future because 1t 1s mineral
producing or can he shown by a perit spplicant to contain ainerals that
‘§ie eXpectsd to ‘be ‘commercially producible, This examption approval will
allow Injectiog for in-situ uranius mining only. 1f injectian for ather
‘Burposes {a.y.  hazdrdois waste dicpesal) is planned inte this aquifer,
Additionsl dpprova) will: be needed,

The approvéd ‘éxemptad portion of the aquifer underifas tha Uranium Resources,
Incaorporated, Rosita Mipe Site, fn Duval County and {s limited to the

Lower Goliad Fermation, A datailed deseription of the exempted portion

?f the aquifer remains in the exemption request and subsequent cowent
etters, .

Ne also wanted to address three items discussed during tha Texas Watar
Comnission (TWC} hearings cancerning the Rosita aquifer sxemption, Thase

ftems are, (1) unplugged explorstion holes at the site, (2} preposed
increuse in the siza of the aquifer exemption, and (3] an arFror stated In

tnt“pubﬁc\noﬂce concerning the size of the ares to ba exempted,

ynplugged Exploration Holes

e AS-4ndicatad—in-our Hay 13, 1988, lstter, we_cequasted the TMC %o addrass
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of review, The reply stated that a pump test must be conducted prior to

the submittal of the application for a producticn area authorization,

This will determine which borehales must be plugged 1n arder to prevent
vertical migration. We find this approach acceptable, dut request review

of tgg pump test anatysis when it becomss availadle to ensure non-endangarment
to USDW's,

Propoged: Increase in Exemption Area

We have detennined the proposed incresse in the exemption area does
net incraase the 11kelihgod of endangerment to USDW's, The add{tional
area reguested remains within the original monitor well ring network, .

Ernor 1n tﬁe'Publ1c Haticl

He have conclyded the inftial TWC and EPA reviews were baied on the

1,000 acre arma, not on the 81 acreas under pattern., The proposed sxempted
arsa was not changed or anlarged from the maps submitted and the 1,000
acra area is contained within the lease 1imits, All adjacent ltnd owners
were notified, and we hive detarwinad the TWC adeguately met 1ts public
notice reaqufrements.

If you have any quastions concerning this approval, please contact me or
have your staff contact Mike Hebert at (214) 555-7160. Thaank you .for
yeur coﬁt1nued cooperation, , Sl

Sinceruly yours, e e

Myron 0. Xnudsoh, P.Es
Director
Water Hlnagamlnt piviston [6W)

cc: Charles J, Greena, TWC
Dale Fch!tp.djwﬂ__
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1 am pisaseq to 1gferm. you, of .Ehe. Snyironesnsal.Protestien, Agancy spproval
' o&y%i‘“ : ,.aiht" 185@?&5; -8 ﬂﬂi';"' il 3“4‘?«9 _1,31 !!,Qtlltlg;w.fﬂl the

“tkubgiiudd Indectidh. Coptrol program requirements that né Tluid say_be
e fhYected” aféﬁ“uﬁ'i‘ paund Source of Drinking Watar (DSDW). Thfs appraval

is ba zd ypon the criterta stipulated in 40 CFR 144.7(b), 145,32, and
1464 éontatatng regulations aliowing an aguifar to be sxempted 1f: (a)
i1t {s not currently used as 2 drimking water supply, and (b) it cannot
be used as a drinking water source in the future because 1t {3 ainersyl
producing or can he shown by a permit applicant to contain minerals that
‘§ie ‘akpectisd ‘Lo bo commercially producible. This exsmption appraval will
al1ow Tngectiog for in-situ uranium minfng only. If injection for other
‘Birfios® (e.9. hazdrdous waste disposal) is planned into this aquifer,
additiona]l spproval will.be needed.

The approvéd’ éxempted portion of the aguifer underlies the Uranium Resources,
Incorparated, Rosita Mine Site, in Duval County and {3 Timited to the

Lower Goliad Ferwatfon, A deteiled deseriptfon of the wxemptad portion

?f the aquifer remains 1n the exemption requast and subsequent comwent
sttars., . : ‘

Wy also wanted to address three items discussed during the Texas Watar
Sommizsfon i‘l‘\l:} hearings concerning the Rastta squifer axesption. Thmse
jtems are, (1) unpluggad exploration holes at the sits, (2) proposed
increase {a the size of the aquifer exsmption, and (3) an arror stated in
the pudblic notice concerning the size of the area to be sxempted,

Unplugged Exploretion Holes
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of review, The reply stated that a pump test must ba Conducted prior to

the submittal of the application for 3 production area authorization.

This will datermine which borehales must be plugged in order to prevent
vertical migration. We find this approach acceptable, but request review

of t:s pump test analysis when it becomes avatlable to ensure non-endangarment
to USUNW's,

Proposed Increase in Exemption Area

We have datermingd the proposed increase in the exemption area does

not increase the Iikelihood of endangerment to YSDW's, The additional
area_requested remains within the original monitor well ring network, . .
Ercor. in tha Public Matica

We have concluded the initial TWC and EPA reviews were bajad on the

1,000 acre arsa, not on the 81 acras under pattern. The proposed exempted
arss was not. changad.or enlarged from the maps submitted and the 1,000
acra area is contained within the Tease limits, A1l adjacent land cwners
ware notified, ahd we have detarmined the TWC adequately met its public
notice requirements,

1f you have amy questions concarning this approval, please contact me or
. have your staff contact Mike Rebert at (214) 655-7180. Thank you for
— your coﬁtingadﬂtponhratinﬂ. s R

‘Sinceraly yours,

Myran 0, Xnudson, P.E.
Diractor . L
Nater Mamnagement Bivisfon [&W)

cc: Chartes J, Greene, TWC
Dale Xohler, TWC . .
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